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“An old tradition and a new technology have converged to make possible an 
unprecedented public good. The old tradition is the willingness of scientists and 
scholars to publish the fruits of their research in scholarly journals without 
payment, for the sake of inquiry and knowledge. The new technology is the 
internet. The public good they make possible is the world-wide electronic 
distribution of the peer-reviewed journal literature and completely free and 
unrestricted access to it by all scientists, scholars, teachers, students, and other 
curious minds. Removing access barriers to this literature will accelerate 
research, enrich education, share the learning of the rich with the poor and 
the poor with the rich, make this literature as useful as it can be, and lay 
the foundation for uniting humanity in a common intellectual conversation 
and quest for knowledge.”

Budapest Open Access Initiative (2002)
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What is open access
“By “open access” to this literature, we mean its 
free availability on the public internet, permitting 
any users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, 
search, or link to the full texts of these articles, 
crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to 
software, or use them for any other lawful purpose, 
without financial, legal, or technical barriers other 
than those inseparable from gaining access to the 
internet itself. The only constraint on reproduction 
and distribution, and the only role for copyright in 
this domain, should be to give authors control over 
the integrity of their work and the right to be 
properly acknowledged and cited.”

Budapest Open Access Initiative (2002)

4

GRATIS LIBRE

Open Access Explained! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5rVH1KGBCY 

https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5rVH1KGBCY


Open access is not only 
about free access but 
also about reuse.

55

Screenshot from the video Piled Higher and Deeper (PHD Comics), 2012. Open 
Access Explained! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5rVH1KGBCY.

GRATIS LIBRE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5rVH1KGBCY


To enable reuse, the 
individual or entity must 
own the copyright 

As a rule, subscription-based 
journals require copyright 
transfer. Due to this, authors 
cannot share their work. 

Retain your rights!
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Rights Retention and Secondary Publication Rights. An EIFL Guide for Libraries (PDF)

https://eifl.net/system/files/resources/202505/rrspr-2024.pdf


Creative Commons licences

Creative Commons licenses, Foter (CC-BY-SA) https://creativecommons.org/spectrum-with0/ 

http://foter.com/blog/how-to-attribute-creative-commons-photos/
https://foter.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/spectrum-with0/


Learn more: 

Bitesize Webinar: Creative Commons Licences

Creative Commons Licensing Explained
8

Licence chooser 

https://figshare.shef.ac.uk/articles/media/Bitesite_Webinar_Creative_Commons_Licences/23309693
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Q3sbk7Zi1Q
https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/


9

Free to read, but not open access

All rights are reserved
Available for reading but cannot 
be made available in a repository.

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1744-7348.2006.00104.x


Open access

Free to read and reuse.

The licence allows reuse.
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Open Access Policies

Define rules and compliance mechanisms

● Funder 
● National
● Institutional
● Publisher
● Journal

Find policies:

● ROARMAP(not comprehensive, relies on voluntary submissions): https://roarmap.eprints.org/ 
● In EIFL partner countries: https://www.eifl.net/programme/open-access-programme/open-access-open-science-policies 
● A Compendium of Open Access/Open Science Policy Case Studies from African Higher Education Institutions, 2022
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Statement on Open Access to Research Publications from the National Research 
Foundation (NRF)-Funded Research

https://roarmap.eprints.org/
https://www.eifl.net/programme/open-access-programme/open-access-open-science-policies
https://libsense.ren.africa/assets/pdf/LIBSENSE-Regional-Open-Science-Policy-Development-Workshop-Case-Studies_v2.pdf
https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/NRF-Open-Access-Statement.pdf
https://www.nrf.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/NRF-Open-Access-Statement.pdf


Benefits of 
Open Access

12
"Benefits_Open_Access" by Danny 
Kingsley & Sarah Brown . CC-BY



“Those working in health fields will utilize more 
research in the course of their work as a result of 
(a) increasing open access to research, (b) 
improving awareness of and preparation for this 
access, and (c) adjusting public and open access 
policies to maximize the extent of potential access, 
through reduction in embargo periods and access 
to pre-policy literature.”
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Tennant JP, Waldner F, Jacques DC et al. The academic, economic and societal impacts of 
Open Access: an evidence-based review [version 3; peer review: 4 approved, 1 approved with 
reservations]. F1000Research 2016, 5:632 (https://doi.org/10.12688/f1000research.8460.3) 

Moorhead LL, Holzmeyer C, Maggio LA, Steinberg RM, Willinsky J (2015) In an 
Age of Open Access to Research Policies: Physician and Public Health NGO 
Staff Research Use and Policy Awareness. PLoS ONE 10(7): e0129708. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0129708 

https://doi.org/10.12688/f1000research.8460.3
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0129708
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https://www.techdirt.com/2015/04/10/dont-think-open-access-is-important-it-might-have-prevented-much-ebola-outbreak/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/1982-study-suggested-ebola-was-liberia-then
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https://crln.acrl.org/index.php/crl
news/article/view/24414/32251 

https://crln.acrl.org/index.php/crlnews/article/view/24414/32251
https://crln.acrl.org/index.php/crlnews/article/view/24414/32251


16https://creativecommons.org/2023/10/23/a-year-in-the-open-climate-campaign/ 

https://creativecommons.org/2023/10/23/a-year-in-the-open-climate-campaign/


Open access 
publishing models
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Open access to 

publications

https://www.uzh.ch/blog/ub/2023/03/02/the-snsf-new-open-access-regulations/?lang=en 

https://www.uzh.ch/blog/ub/2023/03/02/the-snsf-new-open-access-regulations/?lang=en


The colours of open access
Symbol Name Characteristics Who pays what?

 
GOLD

• Publishing in OA journals
• Licence (most commonly Creative 

Commons)

• No cost for readers.
• Authors or their institutions pay a fee (APC)
• The cost of maintaining infrastructure is borne by publishers.

 
GREEN

• Self-archiving
• Licence (most commonly Creative 

Commons)

• No cost for readers.
• The cost of maintaining infrastructure is borne by repository owners.
• No cost for publishers.

N/A
DIAMOND / 
PLATINUM

• Publishing in OA journals
• Licence (most commonly Creative 

Commons)
• Also referred to as APC-free OA, no-fee 

OA, publisher-pays model

• No cost for readers.
• No cost for authors and their institution.
• The cost of maintaining infrastructure is borne by publishers (and/or their sponsors).

 
BRONZE

• Free to read
• All rights reserved, implied or explicit
• Not really OA

• No cost for readers.
• In most cases, no cost for authors and their institutions.
• The cost of maintaining infrastructure is borne by publishers (and/or their sponsors).

N/A
HYBRID

• Publishing in subscription-based 
journals with an Open Access option

• Licence (most commonly Creative 
Commons)

• No cost for readers for OA articles, but no discount  for the non-OA content.
• Authors or their institutions pay a fee (APC)
• The cost of maintaining infrastructure is borne by publishers.

 

BLACK

• Illegal piracy websites
• Copyright violation by posting 

copyrighted content on social media 
(ResearchGate, Academia.edu, etc.)

• Not really OA

• No cost for readers.
• No cost for authors and their institution.
• Publishers bear the cost of infrastructure and legal proceedings against copyright 

infringement.
• Platforms offering copyrighted content illegally bear the cost of the underlying 

infrastructure and legal proceedings against copyright infringement.



Gold Open Access
● Publishing fees (APC)

● Waivers and discounts are sometimes available

● Finding a “safe” journal (search DOAJ, use Think. 
Check. Submit, Choosing a journal for your 
research: Checklist for researchers and 
librarians)

● Checking compliance with funder requirements

● Copyright and licences

https://doaj.org/
https://www.eifl.net/choosing-journal-your-research-checklist-researchers-and-librarians
https://www.eifl.net/choosing-journal-your-research-checklist-researchers-and-librarians
https://www.eifl.net/choosing-journal-your-research-checklist-researchers-and-librarians
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https://www.oaspa.org/news/report-from-equity-in-open-access-workshop-1-the-apc-debate-reflections-and-rainbows/
https://crl.acrl.org/index.php/crl/article/view/25978/33917
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2023-09-04-breaking-barriers-or-breaking-the-bank-the-academic-publishing-system-is-extorting-emerging-researchers/
https://doi.org/10.1002/leap.1620
https://doi.org/10.1111/ele.13949
https://doi.org/10.1162/qss_a_00245


Hybrid Open Access journals
Why hybrid journals do not lead to full and immediate Open 
Access (source: Why hybrid journals do not lead to full and 
immediate Open Access | Plan S 

● Hybrid has not facilitated a transition to Open Access (OA)

● The research community pays twice (double dipping)

● Hybrid journals are more expensive than fully OA journals

● Hybrid journals provide a poor quality of service

● Hybrid journals crowd out new, full OA publishing models

● Reader access: a hybrid journal is a “random OA” journal

https://www.coalition-s.org/why-hybrid-journals-do-not-lead-to-full-and-immediate-open-access/
https://www.coalition-s.org/why-hybrid-journals-do-not-lead-to-full-and-immediate-open-access/


Green Open Access (self-archiving)

● Publish in a subscription-based journal and archive the Author Accepted Manuscript 

in a repository

● Enable open access immediately or after an embargo period

● Rights retention is usually required to enable immediate OA and use an open licence

● Some publishers have made their self-archiving more restrictive to discourage Green 

Open Access
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Author Accepted Manuscript: 
PDF is available and there is no 
copyright infringement

Published version

https://hdl.handle.net/21.15107/rcub_dais_5804  

https://hdl.handle.net/21.15107/rcub_dais_5804
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Concerns

Readers will cite the AAM with the repository URL and not the published 
article with its DOI/url on the publisher’s website?
Answer: AAM includes the necessary citation information to make sure 
that the published articles is cited.

Few people are able to find AAMs. One would need to visit individual 
repositories to search for them.
Answer: Repositories are harvested by many aggregators and popular 
services like Google Scholar. Free tools are available to make this easier.
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CORE Discovery

Unpaywall 

https://core.ac.uk/services/discovery 

https://unpaywall.org/products/extension 

https://core.ac.uk/services/discovery
https://unpaywall.org/products/extension
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Google Scholar shows 
that the AAM available 

in two repositories

CORE shows that the AAM 
available in two repositories. 

CORE has also archived the PDF. 

Improved 

visibility



Open access to books and open access books

● Green OA is rarely possible for books: self-archiving policies are more 

restrictive, less transparent or non-existent.

● Various funding models: author or institution usually covers publishing costs 

(via Book Processing Charges or institutional funding)

● Various publishing models: institutional publishing, library-based publishing, 

commercial OA presses, cooperative models

● Enhanced discoverability via indexing in directories like DOAB (Directory of 

Open Access Books) and OAPEN

Resources: Open Access Books Network
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https://www.doabooks.org/
https://www.oapen.org/
https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/


More benefits and a 
look into the future
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● Open access citation advantage (OACA) or FUTON ("full text on the net") bias: 

scholars tend to cite Open Access outputs

● Difficult to prove statistically

● This topic should be re-examined in the context of AI tools (Elicit, Consensus, Scite, 

etc.), which prevailingly use OA sources

Lawrence, S. Free Online Availability Substantially Increases a Paper’s Impact. Nature 2001, 411 (6837), 521–521. 

https://doi.org/10.1038/35079151.

Kurtz, M. J.; Eichhorn, G.; Accomazzi, A.; Grant, C.; Demleitner, M.; Henneken, E.; Murray, S. S. The Effect of Use and Access on Citations. 

Information Processing & Management 2005, 41 (6), 1395–1402. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ipm.2005.03.010.

Craig, I. D.; Plume, A. M.; McVeigh, M. E.; Pringle, J.; Amin, M. Do Open Access Articles Have Greater Citation Impact?: A Critical Review of the 

Literature. Journal of Informetrics 2007, 1 (3), 239–248. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joi.2007.04.001.

Gargouri, Y.; Hajjem, C.; Larivière, V.; Gingras, Y.; Carr, L.; Brody, T.; Harnad, S. Self-Selected or Mandated, Open Access Increases Citation Impact 

for Higher Quality Research. PLoS One 2010, 5 (10), e13636. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0013636.

Antelman, K. Do Open-Access Articles Have a Greater Research Impact? 2017. https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.65.5.372.

Bautista-Puig, N.; Lopez-Illescas, C.; de Moya-Anegon, F.; Guerrero-Bote, V.; Moed, H. F. Do Journals Flipping to Gold Open Access Show an OA 

Citation or Publication Advantage? Scientometrics 2020, 124 (3), 2551–2575. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-020-03546-x.
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Open access citation advantage 

https://doi.org/10.1038/35079151
https://doi.org/10.1038/35079151
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ipm.2005.03.010
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joi.2007.04.001
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0013636
https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.65.5.372
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-020-03546-x


Recent research
“By analysing large-scale bibliographic data from 2010 

to 2019, we found a robust association between open 

access and increased diversity of citation sources by 

institutions, countries, subregions, regions, and fields of 

research, across outputs with both high and 

medium–low citation counts. Open access through 

disciplinary or institutional repositories showed 

a stronger effect than open access via publisher 

platforms.” 
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Huang, CK., Neylon, C., Montgomery, L. et al. Open access research outputs 
receive more diverse citations. Scientometrics 129, 825–845 (2024). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-023-04894-0 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-023-04894-0


The Budapest Open Access Initiative: 

20th Anniversary Recommendations

1. Host OA research on open infrastructure. Host and publish OA texts, data, metadata, code, and other digital research 

outputs on open, community-controlled infrastructure. Use infrastructure that minimizes the risk of future access restrictions 

or control by commercial organizations. Where open infrastructure is not yet adequate for current needs, develop it further.

2. Reform research assessment and rewards to improve incentives. Adjust research assessment practices for funding 

decisions and university hiring, promotion, and tenure decisions. Eliminate disincentives for OA and create positive new 

incentives for OA.

3. Favor inclusive publishing and distribution channels that never exclude authors on economic grounds. Take full 

advantage of OA repositories and no-APC journals (“green” and “diamond” OA). Move away from article processing charges 

(APCs).

4. When we spend money to publish OA research, remember the goals to which OA is the means. Favor models which 

benefit all regions of the world, which are controlled by academic-led and nonprofit organizations, which avoid concentrating 

new OA literature in commercially dominant journals, and which avoid entrenching models in conflict with these goals. Move 

away from read-and-publish agreements.

https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/boai20/ 
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https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/boai20/


Towards open infrastructures
● Open-source software (OJS, OMP, Kotahi, Janeway, etc.)

● Persistent identifiers

● Structured and open metadata

○ Repositories often release metadata under the CC0 licence

○ OA journals often release metadata under the CC0 licence

○ Initiative for Open Citations

○ Initiative for Open Abstracts

○ Barcelona Declaration on Open Research Information https://barcelona-declaration.org

● Access to full text is important for text and data mining

● The rise of open research graphs, citation indexes and search engines

33

https://barcelona-declaration.org


● Free bibliographic database, vith metadata under the CC0 licence

● Maintained by OurResearch, a non-profit organization, since 2022 (successor of the Microsoft Academic 

Graph)

● API access (up to 100,000 calls per day free of charge; more for premium users)

● Data sources:

○ ORCID

○ ROR

○ DOAJ

○ Unpaywall

○ Pubmed

○ Pubmed Central

○ The ISSN International Centre

○ Internet Archive

○ Web crawls

○ Repositories

OpenAlex

https://openalex.org/ 

https://orcid.org/
https://ror.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://unpaywall.org/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
https://www.issn.org/
https://archive.org/details/GeneralIndex
https://openalex.org/


https://openalex.org/ 

https://openalex.org/


Transformative trends in scholarly publishing

• Bibliodiversity

• Modularity (PIDs as key 

enablers)

• Continuous publishing

• Decoupled peer review

• Shift towards platforms

Photo by Mike Kononov on Unsplash
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Traditional peer review publishing 
workflow vs. a preprint 
submission that establishes the 
priority of discovery.

Tennant, Jonathan P., Harry Crane, Tom Crick, 

Jacinto Davila, Asura Enkhbayar, Johanna 

Havemann, Bianca Kramer, et al. 2019. ‘Ten 

Hot Topics around Scholarly Publishing’. 

Publications 7 (2): 34. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/publications7020034.

Preprints

https://doi.org/10.3390/publications7020034
https://doi.org/10.3390/publications7020034


https://doi.org/10.46298/arcs.10972 

“An overlay journal is an open access, 

quality-assured journal whose articles are 

held in one or more repositories. An 

overlay journal does not host the articles 

on the journal’s website but links back to 

the relevant article in an open repository or 

preprint server.”

COAR 

https://www.coar-repositories.org/overlay-

journals/ 

EPIsciences (a platform hosting overlay 

journals)

Webinar: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2mBT

kMepWI 
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https://doi.org/10.46298/arcs.10972
https://www.coar-repositories.org/overlay-journals/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/overlay-journals/
https://www.episciences.org/journals/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2mBTkMepWI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2mBTkMepWI


Publish-Review-Curate (PRC)

• decentralized model

• curation by one entity does not preclude 

curation by other entities

• FAIR principles apply at all stages

• different models

Compile in collections 
(including journal issues), 

endorsement or summary, 
addition of metadata, 

badges, and more

Publish artefacts (research 
outputs) in a preprint server, 

repository, study registry

Review transparently on a 
review platform (Review 

Commons, PREview)

preLights, preprint highlights

eLife

Peer Community In

Biophysics Colab

https://www.reviewcommons.org/
https://www.reviewcommons.org/
https://prereview.org/
https://prelights.biologists.com/
https://elifesciences.org/inside-elife/54d63486/elife-s-new-model-changing-the-way-you-share-your-research
https://peercommunityin.org/
https://www.sciencecolab.org/biophysics-colab


milica.sevkusic@eifl.net 

Thank you!

Questions?
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